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Daniel 

My Lakota name is Hunks-Luta, “Red Leggings”. The name belonged to my grandfather who was a 
holy man at Kul Wicasa Oyate, “Lowland People,” he and his friends became separated and when 
they found each other after many years his leggings were staind red from scalps taken. He returned 
to his people humbled and respected. Like my grandfather, I have left my family to pursue a degree 
in construction with plans to help others. Since my parent’s ability to contribute is minimal I am ask-
ing for financial assistance so I can return home, as my grandfather did, humbled and respected for 
graduating and use my name for empowerment. 

Johnathan 

Since the beginning of 2018, I had a lot of trials and tribulations to overcome. On January 5, 
2018, I lost by biological father due to homicide. After losing my father, I decided that I needed 
to get sober and mourn him properly. Not being able to numb myself with alcohol, I got down to 
the core of who I am and what I want out of life. I want to own my own business and give back 
to my community. I want to be able to give to my fellow native people. I aspire to be someone 
that will help them recognize what they can achieve when someone believes in them. 

I am currently pursuing a degree in Nursing at the University of North Dakota. Although working 
in a large hospital sounds intriguing, it would also be nice to come back home and serve my com-
munity. While working at my internship, I learned that different races have to be treated differ-
ently, medically speaking because our bodies don’t always react the same way. All research done 
was founded on Caucasians, and that needs to be done on other races. I have thought about do-
ing research after my nursing  career and bring attention to Native American populations and 
bring their needs and issues to light. 
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Kaeleigh 

My ultimate career goal is to be able to come back to my reservation and work with the Indian 
Health Services. I want to be able to give back to my community and give support like they did 
to me. My educational and career goals are to work in the medical field. There are not many 
Indigenous people within the medical field, I want to inspire the youth around me to go to col-
lege for whatever they desire. My Indian heritage is my identity. It is important to know how 
my tribe once lived. I want to be able to speak the language that my ancestors spoke and to be 
able to keep traditions alive. 
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Baeleigh  

I am in my junior year at United Tribes Technical College, majoring in Elementary Education. 
This scholarship would help me by setting me to my ultimate goal to become a teacher. I want 
to go back to Newtown, North Dakota and help out my people. I grew up on the Fort Berthold 
Indian Reservation and am part of the MHA Nation. Thank you for giving this opportunity  
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Lisa 

Darcie 

After talking with a mentor and friend, she persuaded me that it is never too late for your dreams 
and especially your education. I received an AA degree in Liberal Arts, Business Administration and 
Acccounting in 2008. I received an AA degree in Social Work in 2021. I work for the Spirit Lake Tribe 
Special Diabetes Program for Indians as the Director and currelnty write two grants for the program. 
I feel that having a Bachelor degree would be a great thing to have … it would set an example for my 
children. My goal is to write more grants for our reservation, especially for the Children. After all chil-
dren are our future. 

Michael 

I am a full-time student at Mitchell Tech Institute in Mitchell, SD. I will be going into my second year 
and hope to graduate May or June, 2022. My last semester was a struggle due to Covid-19, being a 
single parent to 3 young children, daycare and head start. I succeeded at finishing my first year, and 
am ready for year two. I have a few years of learning behind me and I believe in myself. I have confi-
dence I will complete my degree in Welding and graduate. I am doing this for my children. I want to 
show them a positive lifestyle and grow up, want to be educated to live a good and comfortable life. 

I am a Dakota woman from the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe. This reservation is in a remote part of Central 

South Dakota. Education is a vital part of empowering our people and rebuilding and restoring tribal sov-

ereignty. The goal I have for my Native Studies degree is to grow my Non-Profit/501c3 Buffalo Youth Na-

tion Project. It started with $1000. worth of school supplies I raised for the children of my tribe. My Non-

Profit has grown from school supplies and expanded to clothing, food, winter gear, blankets, covid 19 

supplies, beds and baby items. The need is great! 
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Haylee 

After high school I wanted to attend college and be an athlete. I signed with United Tribes Tech-
incal College to earn an degree in Criminal Justice and play Women’s Basketball. I did well my 
first semester and finished strong. At the end of the semester I got Covis-19. It effected me both 
physically and mentally. With all of this going on, I struggled with Second Semester and with-
drew. As I grew stronger, I worked to make up the work taking summer classes. I wanted to be 
eligible for the Fall Basketball season. I believe in myself  and hit the ground running. My future 
goal is to be a federal agent. 
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Michelle 

I have chosen this field of study (Business Administration Management) to become a true profes-
sional and learn about key strategies to enhance management practices and develop proper 
skills and abilities, plus it will give me incentive to achieve my Bachelor’s degree. My personal 
goal is develop effective communication skills and have great public speaking skills. In five years 
I see myself looking into getting a better job pertaining to my degree. In ten years, I hope that I 
can be running my own business. 



Cheyenne 

Grace 
I am currently attending Southeast Technical College in Sioux Falls, SD to pursue a career as a Sonog-
raphy Technologist with a specialization in primarily female health and high risk pregnancies. I want 
to be able to help physicians treat patients by using ultrasound technology to diagnose diseases and 
cancers in women, infertility and to help aid in the journey of expectant mothers. I hope that your 

organization can help me reach this dream by considering me for this scholarship. 

Cindy 

I have decided to enhance my skills and hopefully obtain another degree in Lakota Studies and 
that would really broaden my marketing portfolio to reflect a greater need to work with Lakota 
people as well as with my degree in Social Work. I have become interested in non-profit agencies 
here in Rapid City such as NDN Collective and Legacy that do so much good in the community  
helping native youth combating drugs and alcohol as well as gang violence. To obtain a degree 
in Lakota Studies can only further assist me to help those who really need it. 

A pencil, a sketch book, a paint set, and a canvas: those were the tools that followed ma around as a 

child. Then came math, a subject I can specifically remember not thriving at in the second grade. Luckily, I 

overcame that  predicament because math not only became my strongest subject, but also my favorite. I 

have never stopped problem solving , designing, creating and constructing whatever I am able to imag-

ine. Along with my degree in Architecture, I have decided to minor in Studio Arts, Design Studies and take 

a few classes in Entrepreneurial Studies.  I look forward to my evolution as an Architectural  student who 

welcomes all of the opportunities that college privides. 
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Dennis 

At the Institute of American Indian Arts, I am studying to become a writer and filmmaker. I also 
participate in other classes that go over the indigenous culture, arts and other forms of media 
such as photography. In my past time I like to draw and create my own characters. While I’m 
drawing, I try to represent the various themes and emotions I felt when making them. By com-
pleting this degree program, I will have the skills that would allow me to have more financial 
freedom and the ability to provide a better, more comfortable lifestyle for my family. My goal in 
life is to ba a professional illustrator, filmmaker, photographer and storyteller.   
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Jenna 

My goals are to educate myself and take my knowledge and experience back to the reservation 
to help my people. I would like to get involved in both tribal politics and the federal government. 
After helping my people with my leadership skills I would like to be an early childhood education 
teacher and teach the Dakotah language through daily immersion. It is my dream to pass down 
my knowledge to the next generations and revitalize our sacred language. 

Mia 

I will be attending the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. My major is nursing and I plan to finish my 

prerequisites this year as well as apply to nursing schools. I will not be able to have a job this se-

mester due to the vast amount of classes I will be taking. I want to focus on school as much as I 

can to be able to be accepted into my top nursing school.  


