
Trista 

Jessica 

I believe that success comes from service. This is what led me to pursue an education in phar-
macy. I want to be able to return to my community (Martin, SD which is between the Pine 
Ridge and Rosebud Reservations) to provide care for my relatives and community. Science has 
always interested me. It was this interest and my goal to serve that led me to pursue an educa-
tion and future career in pharmacy.  

Growing up, I always had an internal struggle within my mind and heart about who I am. I grew up as 
an “urbanized Native”. I was  around white teachers, white peers and a white community! I didn’t have 
an Indigenous female role model. While navigating my way through high  school my mother and I 
struggled.  My ultimate goal is to receive a degree in my higher education journey. I am striving for a BS 
in k-8 Elementary Education. I want to be able to teach on the reservation to Indigenous students. I 
want to be able to show my students traditional teachings tied in with modern western teachings . I 
want these young children to grow up knowing that it is okay to be who they are and to never have to 
question their identity like I did! 

Dakota Indian Foundation 

2021 SpringScholarship Recipients 

Jendaya 

As a 20 Year Old Native American Woman, I am proud to say that I graduated as Valedictorian if 
my 2019 Class from McLaughlin High School with a t 3.919 GPA overall. I had  big plans to move 
to another state and pursue my education at a University but the comfort of going to a commu-
nity  college seemed more appealing to me. I am currently pursuing my Associate’s Degree here 
at United Tribes Technical College. I do plan on seeking out a Master’s Degree  in Business and a 
PhD or Doctoral Degree in Psychology.  
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Meryl 

I graduated Magna Cum Laude from Fort Lewis College in the Spring of 2017 with a Bachelors degree in 
English Communications. I was an active student participating in the Associated Students of Fort Lewis 
College, elected as Speaker of the Senate in my Senior year. I was involved in the school news source The 
Independent, as a journalist and later as an anchor for the school video news channel. I have wanted to 
get a master’s degree since I graduated with my Bachelor’s degree. I am a strong student and know that 
if I want to progress in my career field, I need a higher degree. I will be working online toward my Mas-
ters in Business Administration from Northern Colorado University. 

Shauna 

I am currently going into my Senior year, attending Minot State University in the Social Work program 
with a minor in Native American Studies. It has taken me a lot to get to this point in my educational 
career; I made lots of mistakes when I was younger and really did not have the faith or belief in myself 
to finish my degree. I knew it would be hard to go back to school but I have and am doing it. I have two 
daughters. I need to finish my degree for them. One of my goals for my career is to find a way to help 
women that are struggling with postpartum depression. I had awfully bad postpartum depression  but I 
opened up about it and found there were many who went through it. I think that something is missing 
in our society compared to the love and help that our women used to receive from relatives when giv-
ing birth in the past.  



Kori 

I am currently studying Music Education at Northern State University and hope to teach elemen-
tary school students and after graduation I will be qualified to teach any grade level. I have a 
strong passion for music and what it can do for a child’s emotional and mental development. 
One of my long term goals is to teach on a reservation. I think that a lot of reservations are in 
need of good teachers and I want to do anything I can to help give back to my community. 
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Dayson 

In our Native American culture, I was taught the Lakota Values of respect, generosity, humility and wis-
dom which has been instilled in me at a young age. Along with our Lakota Values, my parents taught 
me that receiving a college education is vital and brings opportunities in reaching goals and pursuing 
dreams. Growing up there were no gyms open to youth, I loved basketball so my parents took our team 
to basketball tournaments anywhere and everywhere. I am stiving toward a degree in Health, Physical 
Education and Recreation, minoring in Coaching. I, like my brother who is working toward a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Business am striving to pursue a degree in business and open a fitness center on our reserva-
tion. It is my long life goal to give back to my community and open a youth center with a gym, weight 

Lydell 

I began my educational journey in 2007. During this time my first child was born. It was difficult to find 
means to support my daughter and go to school full-time without funding. I was not able to complete my 
goal the first time and entered the work force. With employment, I hit the maximum level of promotion 
without having a college degree. I am working on my Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administra-
tion. I chose Business Administration to compliment my career background in business and banking. I am 
a descendant of Tatanka Najin “Standing Buffalo”. I want to be able to finish my education, return home, 
and be an example. I want to show others that it is never too late to go back to school and get your de-
gree.  

Grant 

In our Native American culture, we have our Lakota values, our traditions and prayer. These values that 
were instilled in me at a young age by my parents and grandparents are a big part of my life and also 
guide me. I want to give back to my community. My educational goal is to attend Oglala Lakota College 
and work for a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration. In receiving this degree, I plan to continue  
to work in my hometown and work for my community. My goal is to write grants to bring a community 
center and other opportunities, skills and work to youth and community members on our reservation.  

Chris 

I am not a typical  applicant as I am 49 years old. I am an artist, maybe not so much typical paint or 
sketch, ( I love those too), I am a self-trained photographer and that is my passion. I decided on on go-
ing to college to fill in what I did not know: Colors, composition and digital age reforms and processing. 
My father as I recently found out  had a Masters in Graphic Art. I can completely see me possibly doing 
this among other things. I come before this committee to ask for help in accomplishing being a more 
educated, confident Native American. I have a hunger to learn about almost everything. 


